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Welcome 

The Shire of Mukinbudin has been working with the Office of Regional Architecture (ORA) to prepare 
a draft masterplan for the future of our town centre. This document has been prepared to share the 
ideas in plain language, so that everyone in the community can understand what is proposed, why it 
matters, and where you can have your say. 

The masterplan looks at how Mukinbudin's town centre can grow and improve over the coming 
years — from footpaths and street trees, to parking, heavy vehicle routes, new housing land, and 
places for visitors to stop and stay a while. Nothing in this document is final. It is a starting point for 
conversation with the people who live, work and farm here. 

How to use this guide 

Each section below matches one of the concept drawings prepared by ORA. We've paired each plan 
with a short explanation of what it shows and what would change. If you'd like to see the full 
technical drawing set, copies are available from the Shire office. The drawings will also be made 
available as a separate document during community consultation. 

 

Have your say 

Community feedback is a core part of this process. Once you've read through the masterplan, the 
Shire welcomes your comments, questions and suggestions — whether that's about a specific street, 
a piece of land, or the overall direction of the plan. Details on how to provide feedback will be 
shared through the Shire's usual community channels. 
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Why This Matters for Tourism 

Mukinbudin sits on the Wheatbelt Way, a touring route through nine Wheatbelt towns — Dowerin, 
Koorda, Beacon, Westonia, Nungarin, Wyalkatchem, Bencubbin, Mukinbudin and Trayning — 
marketed together under the “Wheatbelt Way: Bright Skies, Big Horizons” brand. The streetscape 
and public space improvements in this masterplan aren't just for locals; they also shape the first 
impression visitors get of the town, and support a regional visitor economy that is already growing 
strongly. 

Mukinbudin's visitor numbers are at record highs 

According to NEWTRAVEL's October 2025 Visitor Snapshot Report, the Wheatbelt Way recorded 
15,379 visitor stays in local government caravan parks and accommodation in the 2024–25 year — 
effectively matching the all-time high set the previous year, with an estimated direct economic 
benefit of $2,107,442, the highest on record for the region. Of that total, 7,593 visitors travelled 
during the July–October 2025 peak period, 640 more than the same period in 2024. 

Measure Wheatbelt Way (2024–25) Mukinbudin Caravan Park 

Visitor stays 15,379 (region-wide) 
3,993 — up 16% on the year 
before, a record 

Peak period (Jul–Oct) 7,593 — up 640 on 2024 
2,005 — up 11% (210 more) on 
2024 

Average length of stay 1.8 nights (up from 1.5) 1.1–1.2 nights, steady 

Estimated direct spend $2,107,442 (highest on record) — 

2025 trend Stable at record levels 
Highest number of visitor stays 
ever recorded 

Source: NEWTRAVEL Wheatbelt Way Visitor Snapshot Report, October 2025 

A notable regional trend is the rise in off-peak travel: the traditionally quiet November–February 
period recorded its highest-ever volume across the Wheatbelt Way, with 2,899 visitors — possibly 
reflecting a genuine shift toward off-peak travel, or increased demand for worker accommodation. 

Mukinbudin Caravan Park currently offers 29 powered sites ($35/night), 9 unpowered sites 
($25/night), railway barracks, park units, and self-contained houses. Mukinbudin and Westonia 
Caravan Parks (2,883 visitors, up 6% on 2024) were the two standout performers on the Wheatbelt 
Way in 2025, both posting record-high visitor stays — positioning Mukinbudin as one of the 
strongest-performing towns on the route. Results were more mixed elsewhere: Nungarin recorded 
strong growth (up 227% year-on-year) and Koorda grew 20% quarter-on-quarter, while Dowerin 
Short Stay and Trayning both saw declines. 

Taken together, this data points to three practical implications for the masterplan: sustained, record-
level visitation supports the case for continued investment in visitor infrastructure and town centre 
appeal; the growth in off-peak travel suggests the town centre should be planned for year-round use 
rather than purely peak-season capacity; and the region's growing average length of stay points to 
an opportunity to extend visits further through better public realm, dining and attractions in the 
town centre — exactly the kind of improvements set out in this masterplan. 

 

Where the region is heading 
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A November 2025 market research report prepared by BlueSalt Consulting for NEWTRAVEL (the 
Wheatbelt Way's regional tourism body) looked at how the whole route — including Mukinbudin — 
can grow beyond its traditional caravan and camping base. It found that visitation across the 
Wheatbelt Way has grown from around 1,100 visitors in 2013 to over 15,000 in 2024, with annual 
visitor spending rising from $180,000 to more than $2 million over the same period. 

The report also found that accommodation and visitor infrastructure across the region still lean 
toward the budget end of the market: only around 30% of accommodation providers offer live 
online booking, and none currently hold formal tourism accreditation. Its recommendation is to 
broaden the offer toward three priority visitor groups: 

• Premium Nature Seekers — couples and small groups after immersive, design-led nature 
stays (think wildflowers, dark skies, granite outcrops). 

• Family Time Travellers — families wanting affordable, hands-on rural experiences within a 
few hours of Perth. 

• Luxe Culture Seekers — older, discerning travellers drawn to heritage, creativity and comfort 
with character. 

The report proposes a shared regional brand platform, “The Wheatbelt Way: Experience Your Own 
Backyard”, built around four themes: Nature Reimagined, Where Heritage Thrives, Space to Breathe, 
and Your Backyard, Rediscovered. 

How the masterplan supports this 

Several elements already in this masterplan line up naturally with the region's tourism direction, 
even though the town centre works are primarily about serving Mukinbudin residents first: 

• The landmark wheat sculpture and upgraded railway station precinct respond directly to the 
report's call for a signature ‘hero product’ in each subregion — something distinctive enough 
to make travellers stop, photograph, and remember the town. 

• The new playground, dog run and family-friendly spaces at the railway precinct support the 
Family Time Traveller segment, which the research identifies as one of the strongest short-
term growth opportunities. 

• EV charging bays and better digital infrastructure respond to the report's finding that digital 
and charging readiness are key barriers to attracting higher-value visitors. 

• The Botanical Trail Walk and native planting palette support nature-based tourism, a 
category that has grown roughly 47% nationally over the past decade according to the same 
report. 

• Retaining and improving heritage character, such as the old railway station and historical 
display, aligns with the region's ‘Where Heritage Thrives’ brand pillar and mirrors case 
studies (such as the Dome Café Group's heritage conversions elsewhere in WA) cited in the 
research as models worth learning from. 

The BlueSalt report and NEWTRAVEL's visitor data focus on the whole Wheatbelt Way route rather 
than Mukinbudin alone, and some of the case studies and accommodation detail in the wider 
research relate specifically to other towns such as Dowerin. But because Mukinbudin sits within the 
same touring route and regional brand, growth in one town tends to flow on to its neighbours — 
travellers explore the route as a whole rather than visiting a single town in isolation. A stronger, 
more welcoming Mukinbudin town centre supports that shared regional story. 

Learning from Dowerin: event-led visitation 
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Dowerin, roughly an hour from Mukinbudin along the Wheatbelt Way, hosts the Dowerin Machinery 
Field Days (DMFD) each August — one of only two large-scale agricultural field days remaining in 
WA, and now in its 61st year. In 2025 it drew around 17,000 attendees and 566 exhibitors over two 
days, generated more than $600,000 in local Wheatbelt business spend, and returned roughly 
$65,000 to community organisations through its volunteer program. Around 45% of ticket buyers 
came from within the Wheatbelt itself, alongside a large Perth contingent, run by a small three-
person events team supported by strong digital marketing and a formal strategic plan. 

This is a Dowerin-specific event, not a Mukinbudin one, so it isn't a direct input into this masterplan. 
But it's a useful example of what a well-run regional event can do for a small Wheatbelt town, and it 
points to a few practical considerations for Mukinbudin as its own town centre develops: 

• Neighbouring event traffic already passes through or near Mukinbudin — the heavy vehicle 
bypass and future railway crossing discussed in the Regional Context section become more 
valuable as regional event traffic grows, not less. 

• A welcoming, legible town centre (clear parking, EV charging, a landmark worth stopping for) 
helps Mukinbudin capture some of this cross-regional visitation as a stopover or side trip, 
rather than traffic simply passing through. 

• Dowerin's community-directed funding model, where a share of event proceeds goes back 
into local projects, is worth keeping in mind as a possible model if Mukinbudin explores its 
own events or festivals around the new public spaces in this masterplan (such as the railway 
precinct or the landscaped area near the shelter). 
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Growth, Events and Everyday Capacity 

Alongside the visitor numbers above, the Shire's own planning notes point to steady population 
growth and a busy annual events calendar — both of which shape how much parking, footpath and 
public space capacity the town centre actually needs. 

A growing town 

The Shire's population was 579 at the 2021 Census, projected to reach 706 by 2036 (at 1.77% annual 
growth) and around 910 by 2050 if that rate continues. The proposed Muka East subdivision (see the 
East SP Area in the Town Site Overview section) is planned for 120 new lots, including 5 commercial 
lots — at the 2021 Census average household size of 2.3 people, that's roughly 265 additional 
residents over time. The existing town centre already has around 150 houses, home to an estimated 
345 people. 

Because most of this future growth is expected within the town centre itself, the East SP Area and 
any other new development will steadily add informal on-street parking capacity of its own, in 
addition to the formal parking upgrades described in this masterplan. 

A snapshot of who lives here 

The 2021 Census gives a useful picture of the community this masterplan is designed for. 
Mukinbudin's median age is 44, older than the WA average of 38, but close to 27% of residents are 
under 20 — so the town centre needs to work for an ageing population and a stable base of families 
and young people at the same time. This is consistent with the mix of family-friendly features (the 
playground, dog run and nature play) and accessibility improvements (wider footpaths, upgraded 
disabled parking) already proposed throughout this masterplan. 

• 153 families call Mukinbudin home, with an average household size of 2.3 people — the 
same figure used to estimate population growth from new housing above. 

• Housing stock is currently 100% separate houses, with no medium-density options at all. 
This is worth keeping in mind as the East SP Area and any heritage adaptive-reuse projects 
are designed, to offer more housing choice — including for downsizing older residents, 
seasonal workers, or the 29.5% of households that are already single-person. 

• A relatively high 25.3% of dwellings were unoccupied at the last Census (74 of 329) — well 
above the WA average of 10.9%. This may partly reflect seasonal farm worker housing or 
holiday homes, but it also points to an opportunity to make better use of existing buildings 
(including heritage stock) before building extensively on greenfield land. 

• Housing costs are notably more affordable than the WA average (median rent $155/week 
versus $340; median mortgage repayment $778/month versus $1,842) — a genuine 
drawcard for attracting new residents, workers and retirees, and a point worth featuring 
alongside the tourism and lifestyle messaging discussed earlier in this report. 

• The local economy remains strongly agricultural (grain and mixed livestock farming account 
for around 31% of employment) with very low unemployment (1.5%) — reinforcing why 
heavy vehicle movement through town, addressed by the proposed bypass and rest area, 
matters so much to everyday life here, not just to visitors passing through. 

• 37.4% of residents did voluntary work in the past year, more than double the WA rate of 
15.9% — a significant community asset in its own right, comparable to the strong local 
volunteer culture that underpins Dowerin's own Machinery Field Days, and a strong 
foundation for community-led activation of the new public spaces proposed in this 
masterplan. 
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• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander residents make up around 4.1% of the population, 
slightly above the WA average — relevant to how the town's heritage and storytelling 
elements, such as the historical display and any interpretive signage, might reflect Country 
as well as farming history. 

How much parking does the town centre need? 

Based on current events and town centre population, public street parking around town should 
currently cater for a maximum of around 305 vehicles at any one time. Extra formal public parking is 
likely to only be needed if tourism visitation keeps growing faster than the town itself — which, as 
the visitor data above shows, is already happening. 

All disabled parking upgrades are being designed to the current Australian Standard (AS/NZS 
2890.6:2022) and located close to existing and future amenities, consistent with the two disabled 
bay options already discussed for Shadbolt Street. 

A busy events calendar 

The town centre regularly hosts events well beyond its everyday population, and the design of 
streets, parking and public space needs to work for these peak moments as well as quiet weekdays: 

• Past Spring Festival and similar future events — historically the town's premier event, held 
over four days from the first Wednesday of September, with an art exhibition opening, a 
Saturday street festival with markets and local displays, and family entertainment 
culminating in the 'Muka Idol' competition. The festival hasn't run in recent years, but events 
of this kind and scale are expected to return in future and should be planned for accordingly. 

• Mt Marshall & Districts Show — a regional agricultural show involving the Mukinbudin 
community, with market stalls, a vintage vehicle motor show and equestrian events. 

• Wildflower season (July–September) — draws a steady stream of visitors using the town as a 
base to explore nearby granite outcrops such as Beringbooding Rock. 

• Centenary and milestone events — Mukinbudin's own 2022 Centenary and the Mukinbudin 
District High School's 2025 centenary both drew large numbers of visitors and former 
residents back to town, and the upcoming Football Club Centenary is anticipated to draw 
similarly large crowds. 

Event category Normal population Peak event population (est.) Primary hubs 

Weekly average ~580 ~600–650 Town Centre / IGA 

Past Spring Festival / future 
event 

~580 1,000+ 
Shadbolt St / 
Sporting Complex 

Major centenaries ~580 800–1,200 
School Grounds / 
Town Hall 

Source: Shire of Mukinbudin Town Centre Masterplan preliminary notes, 2026 

Formal tourist accommodation across the two main sites in town totals roughly 38–40 rooms and 
units, plus around 38 caravan and camping sites — broadly consistent with the strong caravan park 
visitation already discussed. Event peaks well above this capacity (such as the Spring Festival's 
1,000+ attendance) rely heavily on day-trip visitation and informal/overflow parking, reinforcing the 
value of the clearer, better-marked parking proposed throughout this masterplan. 

Fitting the Bigger Picture 
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This masterplan doesn't stand alone — it's one of the ways the Shire is delivering on its longer-term 
strategic and legislative commitments. Two documents in particular are directly relevant: the Shire's 
Integrated Strategic Plan 2025–35, and its Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP) 2025–2030. 

Delivering the Shire's Integrated Strategic Plan 

Council's vision is “to assist our community towards a prosperous future by providing a positive 
environment in which to work and live,” delivered through four strategic pillars: Economy, 
Community, Environment and Civic Leadership. Several priority projects and goals under the 
Economy pillar point directly to the work in this masterplan: 

• Goal 1.6 — investigate solutions and funding to address the heavy vehicle route through the 
townsite, matching the future heavy vehicle bypass and railway crossing described in the 
Regional Context section. 

• Goals 2.1–2.6 — active participation in NEWTRAVEL, enhancing caravan park facilities, 
seeking funding for a Heritage Trail, and expanding wildflower and stargazing tourism, all of 
which this masterplan's public realm and landmark works support. 

• Goal 3.2 — develop a Heavy Vehicle Rest Area in town, consistent with the truck route and 
rest area considerations discussed earlier in this report. 

• Goal 3.3 — work with the community to develop a Main Street Development Plan — this 
masterplan is effectively the delivery of that goal. 

• Goal 3.4 — advocate for enhanced telecommunications infrastructure and digital access, 
which pairs naturally with the EV charging and digital-readiness themes raised throughout 
this report. 

• Goal 8.3 — consider tree planting programs, reflected in the native planting palette and 
median strip greening proposed for Shadbolt Street. 

The Shire's own risk register also names “impact to main street due to increased truck movements” 
as a known economic risk — directly reinforcing why the heavy vehicle bypass, rest area and calmer 
Shadbolt Street design matter for the town's everyday functioning, not just its visitor appeal. 

Accessible and inclusive by design 

Under the WA Disability Services Act 1993, the Shire is required to maintain a Disability Access and 
Inclusion Plan (DAIP), and has committed to seven desired outcomes covering equitable access to 
Shire services, buildings, information, and consultation processes. The current DAIP (2025–2030) 
commits to two strategies directly relevant to this masterplan: identifying footpaths, playgrounds, 
parks and public buildings that need upgrading for accessibility, and ensuring adequate accessible 
parking in all Shire car parks. 

The town already has some good examples to build on — accessible parking outside the Memorial 
Hall on Shadbolt Street, and the White Street calming ramp — and the Shire's stated intention is to 
apply universal design principles to all new projects going forward. This masterplan's disabled 
parking bay options, footpath widening, new pram ramps and pedestrian crossings are a direct 
continuation of that commitment, and reflect the current Australian Standard (AS/NZS 2890.6:2022) 
for accessible parking design. 

The DAIP also notes a broader regional trend of retirees moving from Perth to the Wheatbelt for 
more affordable housing — adding further weight to the case for accessible, comfortable public 
spaces that work for older residents and visitors alike, alongside the Luxe Culture Seeker and Family 
Time Traveller visitor segments discussed earlier in this report. 
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Community Safety and Crime Prevention 

Good streetscape design plays a real, if modest, role in community safety. This section summarises 
the latest available crime data for Mukinbudin and sets out how the masterplan applies Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles — a well-established approach to 
shaping the built environment so it naturally discourages crime and helps people feel safe. 

How safe is Mukinbudin? 

According to RedSuburbs, an independent data service that compiles state police and ABS Census 
data, Mukinbudin recorded 7 offences in 2025 across a population base of 336, ranking 10 out of 
100 nationally (where 0 represents no crime) — comfortably in the ‘safe’ range. Crime rates here are 
far below both state and national averages: 20.83 offences per 1,000 people compared with roughly 
108 for WA and 80 for Australia, and 2.98 violent offences per 1,000 people compared with roughly 
24 for WA and 11 for Australia. On these figures, a Mukinbudin resident's statistical chance of 
experiencing a violent crime in a year is about 1 in 336, compared with 1 in 41 for WA as a whole. 

The most commonly reported offence types in 2025 were deception (3 cases), burglary or break-
and-enter (2 cases), and one each of assault and theft — there were no recorded homicides. 
Recorded offences did rise from 2 in 2024 to 7 in 2025, a 250% increase in percentage terms, but 
with numbers this small a change of just a handful of incidents can look dramatic as a percentage; 
the current level remains well below the 11–13 offences recorded annually in 2021–2023. This isn't a 
trend that calls for alarm, but the property-crime types recorded (break-ins, theft) are exactly the 
kind that thoughtful street and public space design can help discourage. 

Designing for safety: CPTED in this masterplan 

CPTED is built around a few simple ideas: places feel and are safer when people can see and be seen 
(natural surveillance), when it's clear which spaces are public, semi-private or private (territorial 
reinforcement), when access routes are legible rather than maze-like (natural access control), and 
when spaces are well used and well maintained (activity support and management). Several 
elements already proposed in this masterplan reflect these principles, even though they weren't 
originally framed in CPTED terms: 

• Natural surveillance — the relocated dog run and EV charging bay sit in more visible, active 
locations near the Bent/Shadbolt Street corner rather than tucked away; alfresco dining and 
active shop frontages along Shadbolt Street put more ‘eyes on the street’ throughout the 
day; and the fenced, open-sightline design of the new nature playground allows parents and 
passers-by to see into the space easily. 

• Lighting — the informal stop area cost estimate already flags ‘services (lighting, drainage)’ as 
a line item to be confirmed; from a CPTED perspective, good lighting along the trail walk 
crossings, the railway precinct, and new parking and EV charging bays should be treated as a 
priority rather than an afterthought. 

• Natural access control — the kerb extensions, formalised crossings and single clear entries 
proposed for the railway precinct and playground make it obvious where people are meant 
to enter and exit, rather than leaving multiple informal, poorly-overlooked access points. 

• Territorial reinforcement — clearly distinguishing public open space from private or road 
reserve (the ‘POS / road??’ question flagged on Bent Street is a good example of a detail 
worth resolving with this in mind) helps everyone understand which areas are actively cared 
for and watched over. 



Mukinbudin Town Centre Revitalisation Masterplan 

Page 11 

• Planting choices — the native planting palette should keep clear sightlines in mind, 
particularly along the trail walk and near crossings and parking bays: low groundcovers and 
high canopy trees generally support surveillance better than dense mid-height shrubs in 
these locations. 

• Activity and maintenance — Mukinbudin's strong volunteering culture (see the Census 
snapshot earlier in this report) and community-led events like the Spring Festival naturally 
activate public space and support the kind of everyday use that CPTED relies on; well-
maintained, well-used public spaces are consistently safer than neglected ones. 

None of this suggests Mukinbudin has a safety problem — the data says otherwise. But designing 
these principles in now, while the streetscape is being redesigned anyway, costs little extra and 
helps keep the town centre feeling safe and welcoming as it grows. 
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1. Regional Context — How the Town Connects 

Mukinbudin sits at the junction of several regional roads, and the town centre is shaped by the 
traffic that passes through it every day — including farm vehicles, heavy transport, and travellers on 
their way through the Wheatbelt. This first plan shows the town in its wider setting. 

 
Regional context — heavy vehicle access, future railway crossing and townsite boundary 

Key ideas shown on this plan: 

• A future heavy vehicle bypass east of the townsite, to keep large trucks away from the main 
street where possible. 

• A future railway crossing and new road alignment north of the existing line, supporting long-
term freight and transport planning. 

• The Botanical Trail Walk, an existing green corridor that loops around the southern edge of 
town and could be better connected to the town centre. 

• An identified area east of the townsite ("East SP Area") earmarked for future special use / 
development. 
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2. Town Site Overview 

Zooming in closer, this plan shows the layout of the existing town, the activity centre along Shadbolt 
Street, and how a proposed new residential and commercial precinct could sit to the east of Bent 
Street. 

 
Town site plan — activity centre, botanical walk trail and proposed East SP Area layout 

• The dashed circles show comfortable walking distances (100 m and 800 m) from the town 
centre — a guide for where new housing and facilities work best. 

• A new road alignment is proposed to improve connections on the western side of town, near 
the dirt kart track. 

• The East SP Area is shown with an indicative layout for new residential lots, a commercial 
frontage, and open space, all within easy walking distance of Shadbolt Street. 

• The existing truck rest area and heavy vehicle route remain to the north-east, separated 
from the proposed new neighbourhood. 
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3. Land Use and Zoning 

This plan shows how land in and around the town centre is proposed to be used and zoned — 
residential, commercial, parks and recreation, and other uses — alongside the existing Local 
Planning Scheme (LPS) pattern in the older part of town. 

 
Draft land use and zoning — existing town (west) and proposed East SP Area (east) 

• Established residential streets to the west are shown in their current R12.5/30 density 
zoning. 

• The new East SP Area proposes a mix of residential lots, a commercial strip fronting Bent 
Street, and parks and recreation space. 

• Two points of interest are flagged for community discussion: the existing native vegetation 
and trail walk that would be affected by new development, and a proposed vehicle access 
point that would cut through the existing trail walk to reach new commercial lots. 

These are exactly the kind of trade-offs the Shire would like feedback on — how to balance new 
development with protecting the trail walk and remnant vegetation that many residents value. 
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4. What's There Today — Existing Town Centre Amenity 

Before looking at what's proposed, it helps to see what's already in the town centre today. This plan 
maps out the existing businesses, services and community facilities along Shadbolt Street and the 
surrounding blocks — from the IGA and pub to the school, aquatic centre and sporting complex. 

 
Existing town centre amenity — businesses, services and community facilities 

This map also shows existing and proposed footpaths and formal parking areas, which form the 
starting point for the street-by-street improvements described later in this document. 
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5. Underground and Overhead Power 

Any changes to streets and footpaths need to work around the town's existing electricity network. 
This plan, supplied by Western Power, shows the location of power poles and overhead lines (both 
high and low voltage) throughout the town centre. 

 
Western Power overhead network — high voltage and low voltage lines, poles and area of interest 

This information helps the design team plan street trees, lighting, footpaths and any new crossings 
safely around existing infrastructure, and will guide where new services such as EV charging can be 
connected. 

Western Power has since provided a more detailed, street-by-street survey of pole and line locations 
across the town centre — covering Shadbolt, Maddock, Bent, Calder, Lansdell and the surrounding 
streets. This finer-grained information is being used to confirm exact locations for the median strip, 
EV charging bays and new street trees, so they don't conflict with existing power infrastructure. 
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6. Electric Vehicle Charging 

As more visitors and residents drive electric vehicles, the masterplan identifies potential locations 
for EV charging in the town centre, based on where power is already available. 

 
Potential EV charging locations — Level 2 (up to 22kW) and Level 3 (above 22kW, fast charging) 

• Level 2 charging (slower, up to 22kW) is suggested near the western end of Shadbolt Street, 
where the street is served by the lower-voltage local power line. 

• Level 3 fast charging (above 22kW) is suggested closer to the town centre core, where 
visitors are likely to stop for longer. The high-voltage lines running along Maddock, 
Ferguson, Bent, Greenslade and Strugnell Streets have the capacity to support fast charging, 
with the existing parking area in front of the Shire office (on Maddock Street) identified as a 
particularly good candidate location. 

These are potential locations only — final positions would depend on further technical assessment 
and community input. 
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7. Shadbolt Street East — Two Design Options 

Shadbolt Street near the old railway station is one of the most visible parts of town for visitors 
arriving by road. Two design options have been prepared for this stretch of street, both building on 
the same core ideas. 

What both options include 

• A new fenced, low-cost nature playground near the railway station, with a closed train-
passing encounter for kids. 

• A widened footpath in front of the toilet block, and a new dog run near Bent Street. 

• Landscaped public space at road level where the old raised crossing is removed. 

• A new 3 m tree-lined median strip along Shadbolt Street, new disability parking, and a new 
EV charging bay near the Community Centre. 

• A landmark sculpture area at least 12 m tall, and a new footpath connecting through to The 
Shed. 

Option 1 

 
Site Plan — Shadbolt Street East, Option 1 (existing conditions above, proposed below) 

Option 2 
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Site Plan — Shadbolt Street East, Option 2 (existing conditions above, proposed below) — updated 29 May 2026 

This is the latest revision of Option 2. It now shows the dog run and EV charging bay in their 
relocated position at the north-east corner of Bent and Shadbolt Streets, with the original corner near 
the shelter kept and labelled as an alternative location. The plan also confirms the working street 
dimensions discussed above: 3.2 m traffic lanes, a 2.6 m parallel parking bay, and a tapered median 
strip. 

Option 2 adds dedicated signage and a marked route to direct RV and caravan traffic, with a "no RV 
access" restriction on part of the parking row and a requirement for RVs to turn left. This is intended 
to keep larger vehicles moving smoothly through this busy stretch of street. Community feedback on 
which option — or which elements of each — works best for the town is welcome. 

Refining the detail — latest design notes 

Since the concept options above were first shown, the design team has been working through the 
finer detail with the Shire — including exactly how the railway crossing, dog run, EV charging and 
disabled parking should work. The current thinking on each is set out below. 

• Removing the existing raised crossing: the raised crossing between the shelter and the 
railway station building is proposed to be removed, as it currently disrupts natural 
stormwater flow. Traffic would instead be slowed with speed bumps on both approaches 
and clear line marking giving priority to pedestrians, rather than closing the road to through 
traffic altogether. Pedestrians would still be able to cross safely at this point. 

• Dog run and EV charger — relocated to the north-east corner of the Bent Street / Shadbolt 
Street intersection. This keeps both facilities closer to available power, and frees up the 
parking directly in front of the new café building. Making this change would need extra pram 
ramps, a new pedestrian crossing, and the Shire extending its leased area of the rail reserve. 
It would also need a kerb extension and line marking to form a proper parallel parking area. 
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The original corner location has been kept as a possible alternative, since a facility there 
could add extra everyday activity and vibrancy to that end of the street. 

• EV charging bay — positioned next to an existing power pole, away from the main junction, 
suited to a Level 2 (medium-speed) charger. 

• Disabled parking — two options are being considered: a 7.8 m bay at footpath level with a 
mountable kerb (the preferred option), or two bays totalling just under 10 m at road level 
with kerb ramps at each end. If the road-level option is chosen, the adjoining bitumen would 
need to be raised slightly against the new kerb to stop water pooling. All disabled bays are 
being designed to the current Australian Standard (AS/NZS 2890.6:2022) and located close 
to existing and future amenities, consistent with the Shire's Disability Access and Inclusion 
Plan commitments. 

• Kerb extension at Shadbolt / Greenslade Street — a new kerb extension and line marking is 
proposed here to tie in with the new median strip and make this junction safer. 

• Garden Centre frontage — a future pedestrian crossing and disabled parking bay is proposed 
in front of the Garden Centre, intended to help encourage new business activity at this end 
of the street. 

• Parking line marking along the full length of Shadbolt Street, to make parking bays clearer, 
more efficient and safer for pedestrians. 

• Crossings and speed bumps are proposed to include line marking or mural treatments and 
be designed to still allow stormwater to pass through them. 

Understanding the street widths 

A few councillors have asked for actual measurements to help visualise the new street layout, so this 
section sets them out in plain terms. Shadbolt Street is not perfectly straight, so exact dimensions 
will be confirmed by a site survey before final documentation — but the current design is working to 
the following minimums: 

• Traffic lanes: 3.2 m wide in each direction. This is narrower than the standard 3.5 m lane, 
which is a deliberate choice — a slightly tighter lane helps slow traffic down through the 
town centre, improving safety for pedestrians, without preventing trucks from getting 
through. 

• Parking bays: 2.6 m wide, sized to suit commercial as well as private vehicles. 

• Median strip: designed to vary between about 2 m and 3 m wide. Many local native trees 
have deep root systems and can be planted in a narrower median, which also helps with 
truck movement — so a narrower median is often the better outcome both for planting and 
for traffic. 

The design also needs to work for the range of vehicles that use Shadbolt Street, including delivery 
trucks that currently park in White and Ferguson Streets and need to turn out safely onto Shadbolt 
Street. The median has been tapered at each end to allow a single truck or bus to pass comfortably. 
A larger semi-trailer can also be accommodated, but would need the median trimmed slightly 
further, likely losing one or two trees. A B-triple road train would need a significantly larger median 
trim to get through. The Shire is confirming which of these vehicle types the design needs to cater 
for, which will guide the final median width and tree planting plan. 

Managing large vehicles near the railway shelter 

This is one of the trickier problems the design team is still working through, and the approach 
described below may change as it's tested further. At the moment, large vehicles such as caravans, 
campervans and buses can drive into the car park between Ferguson Street and White Street from 
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either end. Without a safe way to cross back over near the shelter, they can become stuck once 
inside, unable to turn around or exit comfortably. 

• Turning space needed: a single-unit truck or bus needs roughly a 30 m diameter to complete 
a U-turn, and a caravan needs roughly 25 m — more room than the car park can realistically 
provide. 

• Cars are different: a car only needs about 12 m to turn, and can complete a three-point turn 
within the parking aisle to exit back the way it came in — so no new entrance is needed for 
cars. 

• For larger vehicles entering from one direction, a section of the median strip would need to 
be trimmed to give them room to swing out onto the correct lane; for vehicles entering from 
the other direction, that section of median would likely need to be removed altogether. 

• Because of this, the design team is considering signage and physical measures (such as 
bollards) to stop large vehicles like caravans, campervans and buses from entering this 
section of car park in the first place, as an alternative to losing more of the median strip. 

Green space, alfresco dining and stormwater 

The existing raised crossing near the shelter also interrupts the natural west-to-east flow of 
stormwater, which shows up as visible ponding on the western side after rain. Small drainage 
channels on the other side of the shelter aren't a lasting fix, since they're prone to blocking; a proper 
solution would need larger underground stormwater pipes and inlets. Site contour information 
shows Shadbolt Street naturally falls from west to east at a gentle gradient of between about 1:320 
and 1:80, with a slight additional fall from south to north toward the railway reserve — both of 
which support using rainwater gardens, rather than pipes alone, to manage runoff from the street's 
bitumen and concrete surfaces. 

• One option being considered is to keep any new green space and outdoor dining (alfresco) 
area level with the road, so stormwater can continue to flow across it from west to east. 

• Slotted kerbs, bollards or similar low barriers could be used to keep vehicles out of this 
space while still letting stormwater pass through freely. 

• To support this, no new vehicle entrances would be added on either side of this area, so the 
tree-lined median strip can run through continuously. 

• Rainwater gardens are proposed to be integrated with new and existing landscaping along 
the street, rather than treated as separate drainage infrastructure. 

 



Mukinbudin Town Centre Revitalisation Masterplan 

Page 22 

8. Shadbolt Street West 

Further west along Shadbolt Street, near the Garden Centre, Gym, Servo and Memorial Hall, the 
proposal focuses on tidying up parking, adding street trees, and improving the streetscape. 

 
Site Plan — Shadbolt Street West (existing conditions above, proposed below) — updated 16 June 2026 

• New kerbs and landscaping, plus a new 3 m tree-lined median strip continuing from the 
eastern end of the street. 

• A reorganised parking area in front of the Memorial Hall, with a disability bay at footpath 
level and EV charging. 
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9. Bent Street 

Bent Street runs past the school, sporting facilities and several existing businesses (Tyre Mart, 
Nutrien Ag Solutions, the mechanic, Post and News, and the Butcher). The masterplan proposes new 
footpaths, landscaping and pedestrian crossings here, along with new commercial land to the south. 

 
Site Plan — Bent Street, town centre section (existing conditions above, proposed below) — updated 16 June 2026 

This updated drawing now shows the dog run positioned past the Bent Street corner, consistent with 
its relocated position described above. 

• New footpaths and landscaping along the school and sporting complex frontage. 

• New pedestrian crossings and line marking to make Bent Street safer to cross. 

• New commercial lots proposed to the south, with the existing trail path retained and a new 
road reserve alongside. 

Further south, toward Salmon Gum Ally, the plan continues with new residential lots, additional 
road reserves, and crossings that connect the trail walk safely across Bent Street. 
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Site Plan — Bent Street, southern section, near Salmon Gum Ally (existing conditions above, proposed below) — updated 16 

June 2026 

One item still being worked through is whether the strip nearest the new commercial lots should 
function as public open space or road — this is marked "POS / road??" on the working drawings and 
is a good example of the kind of detail the Shire would value community input on. 

Latest design notes — Bent Street 

• Formalised street parking, with new kerb extensions, line marking and speed bumps. 

• A new formal footpath along the school fence line, where one does not already exist. 

• Rear vehicle access for the new commercial lots is being investigated, so deliveries and 
customer parking would come from behind the buildings rather than crossing the trail walk 
out front. This would need roughly an 8 m wide dual-access laneway, but would significantly 
reduce the impact on the existing trail walk. 

• A new pedestrian crossing where the new road meets the proposed Muka East 
development. 
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10. Maddock Street 

Maddock Street, near the Shire office and playground, is proposed to gain new EV fast-charging bays 
— one confirmed location outside the Shire office, and two further potential locations further east 
toward the Post and News agency and Tyre Mart. 

 
Site Plan — Maddock Street (existing conditions above, proposed below) 

Maddock Street runs alongside one of the high-voltage powerlines mapped by Western Power, 
which makes it a good candidate for fast charging. The current thinking is to place two charging bays 
on either side of the existing power pole shown on the plan, keeping the connection short and 
straightforward. 
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11. A Landmark for the Town 

To give the town centre a strong sense of arrival and identity, the masterplan proposes a landmark 
sculpture — a minimum 12 m tall wheat-themed artwork — sited near the railway station 
playground and historical display. This concept image shows how it might look within the wider 
Shadbolt Street streetscape. 

 
Concept view — landmark wheat sculpture, railway station precinct and Shadbolt Street — Drawing SK900, 10 July 2026 

A landmark of this kind is intended to celebrate Mukinbudin's farming heritage, give travellers a 
reason to stop and take photos, and act as a memorable meeting point for locals and visitors alike. 

One constraint worth flagging for community discussion: the overhead powerline running along the 
main street is unattractive in its own right and currently restricts street tree selection to small trees 
(under 6 m) as well as tall structures such as this sculpture. Relocating this section of powerline 
underground would resolve the constraint, but is a significant cost — in the order of $1,000–$2,000 
per metre, or roughly $180,000 for the short section of Shadbolt Street between Ferguson and 
White Streets. The Shire will need to weigh this cost against siting the sculpture and larger trees 
where the powerline constraint doesn't apply, such as within the railway reserve itself. 

The Shire is reviewing a shortlist of Western Australian sculptural artists with relevant public art 
experience as potential candidates for this commission; a final selection would follow the Shire's 
usual procurement process. 
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12. A Wheatbelt Planting Palette 

Wheatbelt Native Gardens, a Kellerberrin-based nursery specialising in local plants, has proposed a 
planting palette for the town centre based entirely on species that occur naturally in the Wheatbelt. 
Using local natives helps the streetscape cope with the local climate, supports local birds and 
wildlife, and keeps water use low. Species marked with an asterisk (*) are Priority or Threatened 
Flora, and would be used thoughtfully in feature locations. 

Category Example species (common names) 

Large trees (over 12 m) Red Morrel, York Gum, Smooth-bark York Gum, Salmon Gum 

Medium trees (6–12 m) 
Flanged Mallee, Burracoppin Mallee, *Silver Princess, Carne’s Blackbutt, 
Gimlet, Yorrell 

Small trees (under 6 m) 
Jam, *Sandpaper Wattle, Manna Gum, *Mukinbudin Mallee, Gooseberry 
Mallee, Grass Leaf Hakea 

Feature shrubs 
One-sided Bottlebrush, Lesser Bottlebrush, Slender Fuchsia, *Silky 
Eremophila, Large-flowered Guichenotia, Roadside Teatree 

Ground covers & grasses 
Feather Speargrass, Inland Pigface, Silkyheads, Kangaroo Grass, and 
several Eremophila glabra groundcover forms 

Rainwater garden — basin Marsh Club-rush, Tall Sedge, Pale Rush, Bare Twigrush, Lake Club-rush 

Rainwater garden — banks 
Feather Speargrass, Inland Pigface, Knotted Club Rush, Goldfields Daisy, 
Wallaby Grass 

Summary of the proposed Wheatbelt native planting palette — the full species list with botanical names is available from 
the Shire on request 

This palette is intended to be used flexibly across the town centre — from the new median strips 
and rainwater gardens on Shadbolt Street, to the wider streetscape planting on Bent and Maddock 
Streets, and any landscaped areas in the new East SP Area. 
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13. Indicative Project Costs 

Detailed costings are being developed progressively as each part of the masterplan is designed in 
more detail. 

Stage 1 budget 

The first stage of works is budgeted at approximately $250,000, covering roughly 2,000 m² of 
concrete kerbing, footpath, paving, garden beds and bitumen. This stage focuses on the Shadbolt 
Street improvements between Conway Street and Bent Street — broadly the section covered by the 
"Refining the detail" and street dimension discussion earlier in this report. 

Worked example: informal stop area with shelter 

As a further example, the table below shows an indicative cost breakdown for an informal stop area 
with shelter — one of the smaller-scale elements of the streetscape work — to give the community a 
sense of how these figures are put together. 

Item Area (m²) Cost / m² Estimated cost 

Site works and regrading — — $20,000 

Shelter structure — — $30,000 

Concrete paving 320 $150 $48,000 

Concrete kerbs, including garden edge 700 $75 $52,500 

Asphalt road (make-good, 1 m wide) 700 $15 $10,500 

Asphalt speed bumps (3.5 m wide sections) 4 $2,000 $8,000 

Landscape (soil, plants, lawn, reticulation) 1000 $40 $40,000 

Services (lighting, drainage) — — To be confirmed 

Subtotal (Perth-based cost): $209,000 

Regional loading (10%): $52,250 

Subtotal (regional cost): $261,250 

Escalated to 2027: approximately $271,700 

This is one example only, covering one type of streetscape element. It does not represent the total 
cost of the masterplan. As the design for Shadbolt Street, Bent Street and Maddock Street is 
finalised, similar cost breakdowns will be prepared for each part of the project to support Council's 
budgeting and funding applications. 

 



Mukinbudin Town Centre Revitalisation Masterplan 

Page 29 

Summary of Key Themes 

• Moving heavy vehicles around the town centre rather than through it, via a future bypass, 
railway crossing upgrade and heavy vehicle rest area — directly delivering on Council's 
Integrated Strategic Plan. 

• Growing the town with a new residential and commercial precinct east of Bent Street, sized 
to match the town's projected population growth toward 910 residents by 2050. 

• Making Shadbolt Street safer and more welcoming, with tree-lined medians, wider 
footpaths, new crossings and a landmark sculpture — while still allowing trucks and buses to 
get through safely. 

• Solving stormwater properly, by removing the raised crossing near the shelter and keeping 
new green space and alfresco areas at road level so water can keep flowing west to east, 
following the street's natural fall. 

• Supporting the shift to electric vehicles with charging bays at key locations across the town 
centre, sited to make the most of existing power infrastructure. 

• Protecting what residents already value, including the Botanical Trail Walk and existing 
native vegetation, while accommodating new development — including rear vehicle access 
for new commercial lots on Bent Street to reduce impact on the trail. 

• Planting the town centre with locally native, Wheatbelt-adapted species, chosen with a local 
nursery to suit medians, rainwater gardens and streetscapes. 

• Improving everyday streets — Bent Street, Maddock Street and the western end of Shadbolt 
Street — with better footpaths, parking and landscaping. 

• Designing accessibly from the start, in line with the Shire's Disability Access and Inclusion 
Plan, current parking standards, and universal design commitments. 

• Building up a clear picture of project costs, with a Stage 1 budget of roughly $250,000 
already identified for the core Shadbolt Street works, and further cost breakdowns to follow 
for each part of the project. 

Next Steps 

This masterplan is a draft, and the ideas shown here are open for community discussion. The Shire of 
Mukinbudin encourages all residents, business owners and landholders to review this document and 
share their thoughts, including: 

• Which elements of the plan matter most to you, and why. 

• Any concerns about specific sites — for example, the trail walk, vegetation, or vehicle access 
points. 

• A preference between Shadbolt Street East Option 1 and Option 2. 

• Whether the dog run and EV charger should sit at the north-east corner of Bent and 
Shadbolt Streets, or remain at the original corner location, or potentially both. 

• Which type of large vehicle (truck, bus, semi-trailer or road train) the town centre streets 
need to be designed to accommodate — this will directly affect how much of the new 
median strip and tree planting can be kept. 

• Whether the cost of undergrounding a section of the main street powerline (roughly 
$180,000 for the Ferguson–White Street section) is a priority for the community, given it 
would free up options for larger street trees and the landmark sculpture. 
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• Anything you feel is missing from the plan. 

A site survey will also be commissioned to confirm exact street dimensions before the design is 
finalised and documented, and cost estimates will continue to be developed for each part of the 
project. Feedback will be used to refine the masterplan before it is finalised. Thank you for taking the 
time to read through this guide and for helping shape the future of Mukinbudin's town centre. 

 

This document has been prepared as a plain-language community guide based on concept drawings by the Office of 
Regional Architecture (ORA) dated 26 May 2026, together with subsequent design correspondence with the Shire of 
Mukinbudin, a proposed planting palette from Wheatbelt Native Gardens, an indicative cost estimate, a detailed Western 
Power infrastructure survey, preliminary masterplan planning notes, the Shire's Integrated Strategic Plan 2025–35, the 
Shire's Disability Access and Inclusion Plan 2025–2030, a 2021 Census profile summary (Australian Bureau of Statistics), and 
crime statistics compiled by RedSuburbs from state police and ABS data. Some details described here reflect design ideas 
still under active discussion rather than confirmed outcomes, and may change as drawings are finalised. This guide does not 
replace the full technical drawing set, which remains the reference document for detailed design and approvals. 


